PRIMO Event: “Prospects for Russian-Latin American Economic Cooperation in Contemporary Geopolitical Conditions” on December 2, 2016
On Friday 2nd December 2016, St Petersburg State University hosted a round table on “Prospects for Russian-Latin American Economic Cooperation in Contemporary Geopolitical Conditions.” The round table took place as part of PRIMO (“Power and Region in a Multipolar Order”), a European Union Marie Curie Initial Training Network, and within the framework of the XII Young Economic Scientists’ International Conference “Entrepreneurship and Reform in Russia.” 

Thanks to the work of PRIMO scientist in charge in St. Petersburg Dr. Alexandra Koval, who chaired the event, the audience was able to hear perspectives from a varied panel of speakers. Mikhail Kulikov along with his colleague Yuliya Kuznetsova represented Russia’s leading energy systems machine-building company Power Machines. Mr. Kulikov outlined the company’s operations in Latin America, including key projects building the La Mina and La Frontera hydroelectric stations in Chile — the country, he noted, is providing a good climate for business. Yevgeniy Zhikh from the Russia-Brazil Business Council and the National Committee for Economic Cooperation with Latin American Countries in St Petersburg gave an overview of the council’s work, while Vitaliy Stepanishchev reviewed the work of his organisation, the Russia-Latin America Business Centre. Mr. Stepanishchev specified in particular the great potential for the further development of economic ties between Russia and Latin America, noting areas such as tourism, the financial sector, atomic energy, and scientific cooperation as promising sectors. 

Professor Lazar Jeifets shifted the focus to geopolitics, arguing that, being alike in national character, Russia and Latin America need each other, but stating that Russia must recognise the new “political reality” of the 21st century, the country’s situation internationally, and the “serious danger” in the demise of left-oriented politics in Latin America. Finally, Alison Lantukh, an Early Stage Researcher on the PRIMO project based in Rio de Janeiro, discussed the importance of the concept of multipolarity in Russian foreign policy vis-a-vis the region, and took the case of Brazil to argue that the current geopolitics of the region act as a challenge to the strength of the idea of multipolarity. 

Both audience and panel were left to ponder avenues for further discussion — the role of the rise of China, India, and other Asian countries as economic players in Latin America, as well as the potential impact of the upcoming Donald John Trump presidency on Russian-Latin American relations. 

The overview was written by Alison Lantukh, PUC-Rio 
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